Drum Leaf Binding:

A contemporary binding developed by Timothy Ehv, A
number of factors lead to the development of it Tim studied
vellum binding in England in the 70°s and learned how
vellum was drommed w boards to minimize cockling and
pull. (“Drumming™ means  simply to streteh a membrane
tightly over a surface. adhering it to the substrate only at the
sides. like the surface of a banjo or the head of a drum.)
While working. he found a need 1o carny his intricate
compositions outward from and acros the gutter and 1o
have a fMat surface for his paintings.  He also preferred 1o
work on only one side of a folio. adding pinholes and small
precise knife cuts to his compositions,

The drum leaf evolved as a structure to meet his needs. He
designed it o display artwork in a book formac It is an
adhesive-based structure (no sewing) that opens fat for full
page spreads,

Tools & Supplics:

Jone folder (teflon preferred). three smad] Iewin clamps,
metal ruler. exacto knife with blades. awd. cutting board.
penel, masking tape. sharpie pen. snall glue brush {small
foam brush will work). scissors, wax paper. PVAL o
nasonite boands shghtly Brger than book or two scrap
boards of cquad size that are larger than the text block,
waste paper for gluing. divaders. weighis or aheany book,
ey stock metal square bar,sand paper or emory boand.,

Materials: book board for cover, thin board for spine.
7 -9 sheets of paper with graan parallel to spine length,
decorative papers for end sheets, covers and iner corner
wreatment {optional}. book cloth for spine or full cover.

STEPS:

PREPARETEXTBLOCK

L. Determine grain ol paper. Fold texoand end sheets in
hal Fwith the grain of the paper. Presswath a bone folder.
2. Optional: Tip end sheets to first and last et folo.

3. Knock up (or square up) the folded edges agaimst your
work surface 1o get them straight. Stk the text block with
the serap boards on the top and bottom, boards aligned
with the open edges.

b Clamp the board “sandwich” ehecking for alygnment with
Trwin chanps or drop the ext block into a fimishing press.
Allow the text ok spine edge to peek aut about a mm
bevond the baards. Once aligned. ughten press.

5. Flaten folds on spine of text block with bone folder 1o
create Mat surface for PYAL
6. Apply glue lightly 1o the folded edges. Pinch the book
board in the center iFit looks like vou can see space
between the pages. Hold as Jong as vou can. Letdry. (This
15 ot an issue when using a fimshing press.)

7. Apply glue again o the spine of the wext block. Apphva
strap of medinm-weight Japanese tssue 1o a1 Letdry,



PREPARESPINE AND COVER:

8. Unclamp. Remove the boands.

9. Open book i front of you 1o last page. Place a prece of
scrap paper o cover this page and i o the back secomd-
w-the-last page. Apply about a onc-inch saripe of PV A 10
spine edge between the folio. Apply PVA 1o remaining
spine edges between folios. Use 2 thin coat. Nip and dry.
10, Apphy about 2 anc-inch stap of PVA between folios at
fore edge. Nip and dry.

L1 Trim book and place wsder weight while vou prepare
the cover.

PREPARE SPINE AND COVER:

12, Cut cover boards 1o same size as trimmed wean block
phus extra height and width as preferred. Tuis important
that the gram of the hoard runs lengthwise 1o the spane.
Mark with arvow to show grain. Also mark head and il of
boards.

13, Cutspine strap. Lengthe the same length as cover
boards, Wadth: the wadth of text block plus wadth of twa
board thicknesses.

4 Wit deviders. nake a score line on bath cover boards
the same width as the spane picee.

15, Make another score line past the first score line.
Width of line i determined by the width of the spine collar
pece.

16, Apphy inner edge comer treatment/ decoration to
baards - 2 httle beyond second score line and down same
length along spine edge.

17. Cutspine collar piece. Measure of collar prece is
wadth of text block + two board thicknesses + two scoond
score line wudths.

18, Awtach spane strip 1o spine collar piece.

19, Turen i head and tal of spine collar piece and glue
down, “Tuck™ i edges along spine piece.

CONSTRUCTBOOK:

20. Using waste paper, mask off spine edge of boards a1
first score hine.

21 Apply glue between the two score lines.

22, Awach collar prece to spane strip and cover hoards.,
with no space between the spine strap and cover boards
artending 1o head and tul alignment.

23, Check fivon text block. Nipin press with text block
mnserted. Ledry.

24, With divsders make tek maarks on front of covers
determine placement for cover materal.

25, Tap cover matenal onto covers. using ek marks w
aign properiv. Nipand letdn.

26. Carclully cutand e in head. til and fore-cdge cover
necrial. Letdry.

27. Drum PVA oo end sheets of text block and atach 10
cover.



28, Insertwax paper sheet hetwoen emd sheets and covers.
Nip i press.
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REFERENCES:

2012/07 Sinstructions-drum-leal-binding huml (Alisa

GColden)

hups:// guildoMbookworkers.org/sites/
guildoMookworkers.org/files/standards/
2013 _KarenHammer. pdl

Colophon Book Arts Supply

(360) 159-29140
(bookbinding supplics including book cloth. PVA and
more)

Hollander Metal Edge Archival Storage Materials

www hollingermetaledge.com 6340 Bandini Blvd
Commerce, CA 90010 800 862-2228 - barrier board
(tan) 60 pt for standard book cover (pg 164 of Volume
XX catalog)









